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If not: 

• Check your volume and that your speaker/headset is 

plugged in  

• Click on audio to change to listening via phone 

• We are recording this webinar – we plan to put it on 

our website 

 

 

Can you hear us? 



Introduction: CESSDA, key sources of data on poverty and finding and 
accessing data in Europe (Jen Buckley, UK Data Service) 

Microdata from Eurostat  (Emilio De Meglio, Eurostat) 

Potential and challenges of working with data relating to poverty (Professor 
Christos Papatheodorou (Panteion University of Social and Political 
Sciences, Athens) 

Questions and answers 

type questions into question box in the webinar control panel 

Resources: Slides and guide available at the end/Recording  via CESSDA 
website (cessda.eu) 

 

Overview 



Consortium of European Social Science Data Archives 

www.cessda.eu/About 

“enable the research 

community to conduct high-

quality research” 

• Developing standards and best practices  

• Facilitating access to important  data resources 

• Training  

 



 

 

 

European social science data 

archives 

Data collections can include: 

 Quantitative  major source of 

individual level data 

 Qualitative data (some 

archives) 

 outputs of  

• government/policy-focused 

research 

• major academic projects  

• small research teams  

• individual researchers 

 recent and less recent data 



National and cross-national 

statistics  

 
Poverty is important in 
the policy context  

Statistics and reports 
from 

• statistics institutes and 
offices 

• governing bodies 

• intergovernmental 
organization 



Eurostat 

https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/web/income-and-
living-conditions/data 

• tables  

• multi-dimensional datasets 

 

 
Statistics Explained 

• https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-

explained/index.php?title=Income_poverty_stati

stics 

• https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-

explained/index.php/Europe_2020_indicators_-

_poverty_and_social_exclusion 
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National Statistics Institutes  

E.g. UK Office for National 

Statistics (ONS) or Statistics 

Netherlands (CBS)  

• collect data relating to poverty 

such as income, receipt of 

benefits and expenditure.  

• publish reports and statistics 

• cross-over with Eurostat’s EU-

SILC 

 

 

 





OECD – another source of macro 

data 

 



Microdata  

Statistics 
/macrodata 

Individual 
level data 

from 
surveys 

• Eurostat: EU-Statistics on Income and Living Conditions 

(EU-SILC)  

• UK Office for National Statistics: Family resources survey 

(UK): Feeds into EU-SILC 

 

• Eurofound: European Quality of Life Surveys (EQLS) 

• Life circumstances 

• Perceptions of life circumstances  

 

• Household panel studies: German Socio-Economic Panel 

(SOEP), Understanding Society and Swiss Household 

Panel (SHP)  

Access to 
microdata for 

research 

 Direct from national statistics 

institute or research institute  

 Via data archive or repository  

 

 







The Luxembourg Income Study 

(LIS) 

 

 
harmonised socio-
economic micro datasets 

• Luxembourg Income 
Study Database (LIS) 

• Luxembourg Wealth 
Study Database (LWS)  

 

www.lisdatacenter.org/ 

 

http://www.lisdatacenter.org/


Academic research archived in 

social science data archives  
Poverty in the United Kingdom: A Survey of 

Household Resources and Standards of Living, 1967-

1969 

• seminal research into poverty by Peter Townsend 

• original research data available via the UK Data 

Service (Study number: ).  

 
'Everyday Experiences of Poverty’ 

• Writing competition from 2006, 800+ submissions 

archived (Study number FSD2413) 

• Selected participants followed up in 2012  (Study 

number FSD2795)  

• Can link participants from 2006 ad 2012  

• (dataset in Finnish) 



General social surveys 

 
Cross-national 

Often ask about   

• personal living 
conditions and social 
exclusion  

• satisfaction about 
financial situation  

• attitudes towards 
welfare state and 
social benefits 

• attitudes towards 
income inequalities  

• perceptions of 
poverty (extent, 
causes, 
consequences) 

National  

• Germany: Allbus 

• Sweden: SOM  

• Britain: British Social 

Attitudes (BSA)  









CESSDA data catalogue 







Data access arrangements (1) 

Open data 
any user, no registering 
(acknowledge source) 

Registration  
• often with institutional user 

name and password 

• may wait for user name or 
password 

• register use of data 

Terms and 
conditions  
• not trying to identify 

individuals, households or 
organisations 

• not distributing data to 
others  

• “data is for non-commercial 
use only” or for “use in 
research or teaching” only.  

Download  
from catalogue (but 
sometimes complete a 
request form) 



Permission from the data owners can = a additional stage 

Sensitive or confidential data = more strict (and lengthy) process  

 -access may be prohibited for users outside of the country  

 -dedicated safe rooms or remote safe access service  

Free (except for commercial use and supplementary services)  

Data access arrangements (2) 



Catalogue records and 

documentation  

• catalogue entry  

• documentation 
(user guides, 
survey , 
questionnaires, 
interview 
schedules, 
fieldwork notes) 

To find out   
• what information was 

collected? 

• from whom? 

• when and where? 

• what was done to the data? 



…and now Emilio  



Questions and Answers 

Thank you for listening 

Images from CESSDA Training Working Group 

(2017). CESSDA Data Management Expert Guide. 

Bergen, Norway: CESSDA ERIC.  


