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Overview

• Introduction to CESSDA-ERIC, the CESSDA Training Working Group and speakers  – Veerle 
Van den Eynden (UKDS) 

• Expert tour guide, the project and future - Ellen Leenarts (DANS) 

• Data management planning and how the module can help – Ulf Jakobsson (SND)

• Using the Expert tour guide for self-study and training - Gunn Inger Lyse (NSD) 

• Q&A – Veerle Van den Eynden (UKDS) 



CESSDA-ERIC 

• Large-scale, integrated and sustainable data services 

to the social sciences

• Network of social science data archives across Europe

• Sustainable research infrastructure enabling the 

research community to conduct high-quality research 

in the social sciences contributing to the production of 

effective solutions to the major challenges facing 

society today and to facilitate teaching and learning in 

the social sciences.

CESSDA = Consortium of European Social Science Data Archives

ERIC = European Research Infrastructure Consortium 



CESSDA Training Working Group

Three pillars: 

• Technology: products, services and tools for social science research based on data reuse

• Trust: CESSDA Service Providers as ‘trusted repositories’ to ensure quality of data and safe and 
secure access 

• Training: for researchers and to ‘train the trainers’

• Training Working Group started 2016, experts across all CESSDA archives, focus on

• Data Discovery: finding and accessing data across Europe

• Research Data Management: good practices in making data findable, understandable, 
sustainably accessible and reusable



Expert tour guide on Data 
Management – the project

Ellen Leenarts (DANS)



Why a CESSDA online module on RDM?
• Local face to face workshops on RDM in various countries by CESSDA partners

• Share good training practices, examples and content

• Growing demand for DMPs by funders (Horizon2020 and local funders)

• Domain specific support on RDM, see also:  
Marjan Grootveld, Ellen Leenarts, Sarah Jones, Emilie Hermans, & Eliane Fankhauser. (2018). 
OpenAIRE and FAIR Data Expert Group survey about Horizon 2020 template for Data Management 
Plans (Version 1.0.0) [Data set]. Zenodo. http://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.1120245

Online module:Online module:Online module:Online module:

• Create opportunity for individual early career researchers for self-study

• Blended learning opportunity for local workshops 

• The guide can be centrally updated and enriched 



Timeline of the ‘one year’- project

• Dec 2016Dec 2016Dec 2016Dec 2016: Kick off

• January January January January –––– April 2017April 2017April 2017April 2017: Developing content ideas, decision Course or Guide 

• May 2017May 2017May 2017May 2017:  Content workshop, feedback on the provisional content by target audience 
(early career researchers)

• May May May May ---- Sept 2017Sept 2017Sept 2017Sept 2017: Hard work on the content, editing, styling and implementation online

• Oct Oct Oct Oct 2017:2017:2017:2017: Feedback period for researchers, DM specialists and trainers

• Nov Nov Nov Nov –––– Dec Dec Dec Dec 2017:2017:2017:2017: Improve content, starter package for trainers, launch of the website



Workshop May

Product statement



Content of the chapters

• Authors per chapter: ADP, CSDA, DANS, FSD, 
GESIS, SND, and UKDS

• Overall coordination, editing, styling and online 
implementation: DANS & Verbeeldingskr8

• Feedback and testing: 
ADP, AUSSDA, CSDA, DANS, FORS, NSD, So.Da.Net
and UKDS



Recurring elements in the chapters

Recurring elements:

• Expert tips

• European diversity

• Qualitative vs. Quantitative data

• Adapt your DMP



Expert tips



European diversity



Quantitative vs. Qualitative data



User Feedback

• First version was given to partners for feedback

• 30 people provided feedback

Very detailed information for a wide 

range of topics, step-by-step guidance.

I want to complement you with the 

website. I looks fresh and modern! 

I love the interactive tables. 

It is extremely informative and goes into a lot 

of detail.

Excellent overview of DMP

Clear, concise, excellent visuals

This tool is great – it is not only useful for 

researchers but also for data managers or 

young archives



Starter package for trainers

• Outlines for two possible workshops
• 1-day general: Introduction to RDM

• 1-day content-specific: Ethical and legal considerations in RDM

• Both use the content of the module + existing materials from partners

• Future updates: additional exercises, slides and explanation per chapter, overall 
background and structure of the module, checklist DMP, chapters in pdf, folder with all 
visualisations, evaluation form, etc.

• Contact ellen.leenarts@dans.knaw.nl or training@cessda.net to receive outlines and future 
additions to the starter package for trainers



Launch of the module in December 2017



Activities 2018
Content:

- Add discovery chapter

- Add to the Starter package for trainers: Refining the two outlines, additional exercises, 
slides and explanation per chapter, overall background and structure of the module, 
checklist DMP, chapters in pdf, folder with all visualisations, evaluation form

- Adapt content (corrections English, chapter leads adding content based on feedback 
local workshops)

Events:

- CESSDA Train de trainer workshop  - April 2018

- Local workshops



Expert tour guide on Data 
Management – DMP

Ulf Jakobsson (SND)



Benefits of data management

The concept of Data Management implies

» How to handle, organize, structure and store research data

» Takes into account technical, organizational, structural, legislative and 
sustainability aspects

» Clear structure of how data is going to be managed

» Might involve some additional work at an early stage



The Data Management Plan (DMP)

» Is an important tool that will aid you as a researcher to structure the data 
management within your project.

» Can be seen as a formal document that outlines the frames for how  to 
handle the data during and after the project.

» Is designed in accordance with the specific project



Added Value

» Discover possible problems at an early stage

» All information in one place

» Calculating cost for data management

» Allows early preparations

» Serious data management



Why write a DMP?

» Easier for others to understand the material

» Enables further research after the project has ended

» Research results can be verified

» Prevents unnecessary data collection



Writing your own DMP

Start with the DMP checklist

• Adapt your DMP section at the end of every chapter

• Corresponding questions to each chapter

• Reference list of DMP questions in first chapter



Downloadable DMP checklist



Expert tour guide on Data 
Management – How to use it

Gunn Inger Lyse (NSD)



Expert tour guide on Data Management 
– Chapter overview



Expert tour guide on Data Management 
– Chapter overview

1 Designing a data file structure



Expert tour guide on Data Management 
– Chapter overview

1 Designing a data file structure

2 File naming and folder structure



Expert tour guide on Data Management 
– Chapter overview

1 Designing a data file structure

2 File naming and folder structure

3 Documentation and metadata



Expert tour guide on Data Management 
– Chapter overview

Data quality: 

-How to prepare your data files for analysis and data sharing

-Strategies to minimise errors

-Manage the integrity and authenticity of your data



Expert tour guide on Data Management 
– Chapter overview

1. Storage

2. Backup

3. Security



Expert tour guide on Data Management 
– Chapter overview

- Legal requirements of Member States

- Impact of General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) 

- How to share personal data? 

- Copyright: who owns your research data?



Expert tour guide on Data Management 
– Chapter overview

- Which data to select for publication?

- Where to archive?

- Licences and access levels



Expert tour guide on Data Management 
– Chapter overview

Data discovery chapter to appear in 2018



Questions?

The Expert Tour Guide on Data Management by CESSDA ERIC is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike 4.0 International 

License. All material under this licence can be freely used, as long as CESSDA ERIC is credited as the author.”

training@cessda.net


